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Anahim Lake Elementary Junior Secondary School

Gradual Entry for Kindergarten Students 
September 2026

New kindergarten students starting at Anahim Lake Elementary Junior Secondary School will begin gradually. The first few days can be overwhelming for some children, particularly those who have not attended a full day of Strong Start, Daycare or Pre-Kindergarten. Gradual entry has been shown to help children adapt to this big milestone, so we will follow provincial guidelines. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 

The First Week – September 9-11, 2026

Students in Grades 1-10 will attend school for a ‘half-day’ on September 9th from 9:00 am to 11:20 am and for a full day on September 10th. Kindergarten children will not attend either the 9th or 10th. 

Kindergarten students will be welcomed to their first day of school on Friday, September 11th from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. Please note that we are hosting a Welcome Back BBQ on the same day, beginning shortly after 12:00 pm. We expect our new kindergarten students will enjoy the BBQ and some games, especially if their parents/guardians attend as well. If you or a close relation are unable to attend, please plan to pick up your kindergartener at 12:00 pm.


The Second Week – September 14-18, 2026
  
Monday through Friday – 9:00 – 1:00 pm

It is recommended that kindergarten children have breakfast at home and be at school by 9:00 am each day this week. They will be offered a snack mid-morning and lunch at 12:00 pm before going outside to play. You may pick your child up at 1:00 pm each day this week. 

The Third Week – September 22-25, 2026

Monday September 21, is a Professional Development Day for Staff. There is no school for students that day. 

Tuesday through Friday – 9:00 – 3:00 pm

It is recommended that kindergarten children have breakfast at home and be at school by 9:00 am each day this week. They will be offered a snack mid-morning and lunch at 12:00 pm before going outside to play. At 1:00 pm, kindergarten children will return to class and remain until school dismissal at 3:00 pm. 

Please note that kindergarten students will be offered breakfast beginning the last week of school, September 28, 2026. This is an attempt to maintain some semblance of your family’s morning routine at home. However, if you would prefer that your child begin with breakfast at school in the second or third week, we would be happy to oblige. Just let your child’s teacher or me know!

*If you feel more comfortable sending snacks and lunch with your child instead of what is on offer, that is more than acceptable. Once again, please let us know. 
**Please note that if you send food with your child, we have school-wide guidelines to maintain health and safety for everyone. We have become a nut-free environment, inside and out. Please be aware that traces of nuts (particularly peanuts) pose a serious risk to at least one of our students. Do not send any food for your children or others that may contain nuts. 
***Think twice about packaged snacks. Sometimes there are ingredients we do not recognize that may be harmful.

More information about food and beverages at school is available in the Student and Family Handbook, which you will receive when your child begins school.

Once again, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or me. We are super excited to welcome your ‘Kindy’ to school. If there is anything that would make their transition to school even better, we look forward to hearing it.

Sincerest Regards,

Ms. Bonnie Sauder
Principal
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